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“I finally get an accessible house”
Habitat Niagara home to help teen in wheelchair with independence
WELLAND, ON –Steve, a single father with four children, received the keys to an accessible Habitat for
Humanity home today in Welland, thanks to the persistence of his former co-worker.
Steve dreamed of owning an accessible home for his three sons and daughter, where is oldest son Christian, who
uses a wheelchair, would have the ability to independently move throughout their home – but it seemed too far out
of reach.
“Buying a house was not feasible for me, there are limitations to what I can afford,” said Steve. “The challenge is
cost, size and accessibility.”
The small place they were renting wasn’t accessible, leaving Christian, who is a teenager, to crawl throughout the
house and rely on his father to carry him up and down the stairs.
“We made the best of our living situation, but our quality of life had decreased and there was always the safety
aspect,” said Steve. “It was really hard on my heart because I knew it could be better and I want my son to be able
to have the dignity to go in and out of our house on his own.”
Steve’s former co-worker, Natasha, has owned her Habitat home for 11 years and understands first-hand the
importance of having a safe, decent, and affordable home. She shared her experience with Habitat, promoted the
benefits of its Homeownership program and encouraged Steve to apply - in which he finally did.
Last September Steve was informed he was accepted into Habitat Niagara’s Homeownership program and the
charity would build an accessible home for his family.
“I was so excited when we got accepted into Habitat’s Homeownership program,” said Steve.
Habitat’s affordable Homeownership program provides working families with an opportunity to purchase a safe
and decent home with no-downpayment and a 20 -year interest free mortgage.
Habitat’s path to homeownership is an important in-depth process, requiring hard work, time and dedication by
the future homeowner family – which helps to ensure the long-term success of Habitat homeowners. When the
qualified family is accepted into Habitat’s Homeownership program there is a commitment to complete 500
volunteer hours and attend workshops on the responsibilities of homeownership including, financial literacy,
budgeting, home maintenance and more.
“I finally get an accessible house,” said Christian, Steve’s eldest son.
Their new Habitat home has a fully accessible main floor with barrier-free entrances, a wide hallway and wide
doorways, lower light switches, an accessible bathroom including grab bars, a vanity with wheelchair access and
a large roll-in shower. The back deck will have a hydraulic wheelchair lift and there’s even an accessible picnic
table in their backyard for enjoying family meals outdoors.
“I’m actually looking forward to preparing meals in the kitchen and having everybody sit down at the dining table
together,” said Steve. “That’s something we didn’t have space for in our previous place. We’re all looking forward
to those home cooked meals; and having a nice place to cook makes it more appealing.”

“The impact of Steve owning this home is going to last for years, it will affect generations of their family,” explains
Mark Carl, Habitat Niagara’s CEO. “It will not only help Christian be more independent, but it will also allow the
entire family to have the much-needed space to live safely and comfortably.”
Habitat for Humanity Niagara would like to thank the many generous supporters who have helped turned this
house into a reality for Steve and his family, including: Abatement Technologies, Allstate, Bank of Montreal, City of
Welland, Cotton Inc., Dave Wiens Construction, DLH Carpentry & Construction, Hallstead International, Kiwanis
Club of Welland, Kraun Electric, Niagara Peninsula Aboriginal Area Management Board and Building Futures,
OakRidge Cabinetry, Pollard Windows & Doors, Solmar Development Corporation, The Reinders Family
Foundation, Welland Hydro and Wise Guys Charity Fund
For more information about Habitat for Humanity’s Homeownership program please visit www.habitatniagara.ca.

-30About Habitat for Humanity Niagara
Habitat Niagara builds decent, and affordable homes, providing no down-payment, interest-free
mortgages to qualifying families who would otherwise not be able to purchase their own homes.
Habitat is not a giveaway program in that we provide "a hand up not a handout.” Established locally
in 1993, Habitat Niagara is constructing its 67th home in Niagara at the end of this year, serving 72
families over the past 28 years, creating stable and secure housing for more than 260 children.
Habitat for Humanity Niagara also operates a home improvement retail store – the ReStore – selling
donated new and used appliances, furniture, kitchens, building materials and home supplies. Habitat
for Humanity ReStores play an integral part in Habitat’s mission, providing financial support for our
work. The Niagara ReStores are located at 2499 Hwy 20, Fonthill, 185 South Service Road, Grimsby,
and 150 Bunting Road, St. Catharines. For more information, please visit www.habitatniagara.ca
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